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Focusing on Key Abilities and Reflecting Spirit of the Times:
Analysis of the Biology Test of 2020 Gaokao
National Education Examinations Authority

Abstract: Adhering to moral education and cultivation, the biology items of 2020 Gaokao are developed on the
basis of Gaokao Assessment Framework. While the general design of the items remain stable, there are also
progresses showcasing features of the subject. Reflecting the spirit of the times and highlighting the proper values,
the materials of the items includ COVID-19, ecological engineering, and so on. The situations of the items are
designed to mirror students’ daily lives and focus on the instruction of physical, aesthetic, and labor spirit. The test
focuses on key abilities of the subject with a view to guiding the pedagogy of middle school and promoting the
development of quality—oriented education.

Keywords: college entrance examination; college entrance examination of biology; item writing for the college

entrance examination; Gaokao Assessment Framework; examination content reform; test analysis
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